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In 1979, a group from First Baptist formed Faith
Baptist Church on Jefferson Pike near Petersville,
Md.

The first permanent work for a Baptist Church
began with the corning of Rev. Benjamin D. Porter
on June 11, 1905, in the Red Men's Hall on the corner
of West Potomac Street and Maryland A venue, now
the Brunswick Museum. Sunday School began two
weeks later with Rev. Porter as the only officer and
teacher and 24 pupils. The Baptist Young People's
Union (now Baptist Church Training Program) and
the Women's Mission Society (now Women's Missionary Union) were organized. Rev. Mr. Porter
was a graduate of Mercer University and Southern
Baptist Theological Seminary in Louisville, the first
of several trained preachers.
A religious census revealed 16 members of
missionary Baptist churches; evangelistic meetings
were held in December with good results.
The First Baptist Church was organized with 30
members on roll at the Redrnen's Hall on January
21, 1906, and Rev. Porter accepted the call to be
pastor. Mr. James P. Roby and Mr. Harry S. Yost
were the first deacons. Mrs. Barbara (Mrs. James P.)
Roby was elected treasurer. The organization of the
First Baptist Church in January, the reception of the
Church in the Western District Baptist Association
in June, the incorporation of the Church in August,
and the reception of the Church into the fellowship
of the Maryland Baptist Union Association in October all occurred in 1906.
Pastor Porter led in securing the present site as
a gift from the Real Estate and Improvement Company of Baltimore City, which handled the matter
for the Baltimore &amp; Ohio Railroad. On Tuesday,
July 28, 1908, the laying of the cornerstone took
place with a Masonic ceremony. Dr. E. B. Hatcher,
executive secretary of the Maryland Baptist Union
Association, who had been closely associated with
this church from the beginning, led in prayer. Dr.J.
R. Stratton of Baltimore brought the address. The
first service was held in the basement of the new
building on January 1, 1909. The Thanksgiving Service was held there on November 25, 1909 with the
Methodist and Lutheran churches participating. This
fellowship with the churches in Brunswick has
continued through the years.
Revivals have always been used in this church,
and 140 new members were received by Baptism
from two revivals in 1914-15. Education has been a
vital part of the church program, and it held its first
Vacation Church School in 1927. Because of a growing Sunday School, the house at 201 North Maple
A venue was purchased, remodeled and dedicated
as the Educational Annex in June 1955.
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FIRST EVANGELICAL AND
REFORMED CHURCH
OF BRUNSWICK
After discussions in 1891 and 1892 about organizing a church and constructing a building, the First
Evangelical and Reformed Church was organized
on October 14, 1906 with 53 members.
The congregation met in the Pythian Hall until
1910 when the building at 122 West Potomac Street
was dedicated. The church was combined with
Knoxville on June 14, 1914, with Burkittsville on
April 15, 1936, and Lovettsville, Va., in the early
1940's to become charges as directed by the Classics, now known as Synod.
A support group, the Mite Society, whose name
was changed to the Aid Society in 1915, then to
Pastor's Aid Society in 1943, and finally to Women's
Guild in 1945, sponsored activities to promote fellowship and to help with expenses.
The church's name was changed in early 1950's
to United Church of Christ following a merger. The
last service held in the church sanctuary was on
December 27, 1968, with a service of Holy Communion conducted by Rev. Mary Wench.
S - Kay Souder Cooper
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EBENEZER A.M.E. CHURCH
Although information received from a member
of the church indicates that it was formed around
1909, a small cornerstone on display in the church
yard bears the inscription - &quot;Ebenezer A.M.E.
Church 1907, Rev. J. H. Bunday.&quot; The property at
708 North Maple Avenue was donated by a white
family and contained a small white house which
was to be used only for church purposes. The first
pastor was Rev. Bowie who traveled to church in a
rented horse and buggy. The families attending at
that time were the Kings, Bells, Walkers, Hollands,
Jacksons, and Stanfields.
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